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SPORTS 
Cowboys 
take down 
Raiders 


Dallas hangs on after late 
field goal in 20-17 victory. C1 
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With grandson Abraham Kerns, Leticia Aguirre waits to sign in for food at a Last Chance Ministries pantry. Last 
Chance is among groups seeking to offer solutions to problems that have plagued residents of low-income areas. 


BREAKING THE CYCLE 


Groups hope to help 
low-income areas of city 


By Vincent T. Davis 
STAFF WRITER 


Kimberly Chaviria grew up in the 78207 ZIP 
code, an area historically linked with hardship 
she has vowed her three daughters will never 
experience. 

A single mother, Chaviria knows what it 
means to overcome bleak options. She had to 
drop out of Kennedy High School when her first 
daughter was born, but in 2006, she returned to 
graduate. 

To break the cycle of her past, she’s strict with 
her daughters, Serenity Lopez, u, Ebony Lopez, 
8, and Melody Lopez, 6, stressing self-esteem 
and the importance of seeking higher education. 
She also enrolled the girls at the Good Samaritan 
Center, a West Side mainstay for decades that 
offers family services, a child development pro- 
gram, and after-school and college-readiness 
programs. 

Chaviria’s efforts to give her daughters a better 
life are being bolstered by service agencies and 
nonprofits that are trying to help residents in 
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low-income areas that have historically been 
plagued by poverty, education and health issues. 
Several groups including the Good Samaritan 
Center, Last Chance Ministries and the Esperan- 
za Peace & Justice Center are seeking to offer 
solutions to the problems that continue to plague 
not only 78207, but also the ZIP codes of 78202, 
78203 and 78237. 
Chaviria, 30, considers the center, which 
Poverty continues on A14 


Marissa 
Torres (right) 
watches 
Katalyna 
Camargo at 
the Good 
Samaritan 
Center, 
another of 
the groups. 


Trump 
says he 
won't fire 
Mueller 


President’s backers 
attacking inquiry 


By Philip Rucker, Josh Dawsey 
and Sari Horwitz 
WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump 
on Sunday sought to douse speculation that he 
might fire special counsel Robert Mueller amid 
an intensifying campaign by Trump allies to 
attack the wide-ranging Russia investigation as 
improper and politically motivated. 

Returning to the White House from Camp 
David, Trump was asked Sunday whether he 
intended to fire Mueller. “No, I’m not,” he told 
journalists, insisting that there was “no collusion 
whatsoever” between his campaign and Russia. 

The president’s comments came a day after a 
lawyer representing Trump’s transition team 
accused Mueller of wrongfully obtaining thou- 
sands of emails sent and received by Trump 
officials before the start of his administration — a 
legal and public relations maneuver seen as pos- 
sibly laying the groundwork to 
oust the special counsel. 

Trump criticized Mueller for 
gaining access to the emails, 
telling reporters the situation 
was “not looking good.” 

“Tt’s quite sad to see that,” 
Trump said. “My people were 
very upset about it.” 

Mueller’s spokesman denied 
wrongdoing, and some legal 
experts questioned the claim 
that the emails were improperly 
obtained. 

The outcry over Mueller’s 
investigation into Russia’s 2016 election interfer- 
ence grew louder over the weekend among 
Trump loyalists and conservative media figures. 
Although Trump has publicly and privately crit- 
icized the Justice Department and the FBI and 
has voiced displeasure with his appointees there, 
his advisers insisted that he is not aiming his 
anger at Mueller. 

“As the White House has repeatedly and em- 
phatically said for months, there is no consider- 
ation about firing or replacing the special counsel 

Inquiry continues on A13 
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» McCain: 
Senator likely 
to miss vote on 
tax bill. AS 


» Mnuchin: 
Treasury leader 
expects deal 
on funding the 
government. 
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Spending raised as issue in race for county judge 


By Jasper Scherer 
STAFF WRITER 


As the filing deadline ap- 
proached for the March prima- 
ries, Bexar County Judge Nel- 
son Wolff — running his final 
campaign for elected office — 
appeared set for what looked 
like an easy path to re-election. 

Until last Monday, no Demo- 
crat or Republican had filed to 
oppose Wolff, the county judge 
since 2001. But hours before the 
deadline, Tom Rickhoff, the 
Republican judge of Probate 
Court No. 2, stepped forward. 

Rickhoff’s candidacy caught 
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many off guard, and even Rick- 
hoff himself didn’t resolve to 
run until days before the filing 
deadline. But his decision was 
rooted in a long-standing dis- 
approval of the way the Com- 
missioners Court apportions its 
funding, which he character- 
ized in an interview as “waste- 
ful spending.” 

“The county judge suffers 
from an addiction to hyper- 
spending on such things as a 
million-dollar goddess statue, 
while not funding our most 


Probate Court 
No. 2 Judge Tom 
Rickhoff 
accuses the 
county of 
“wasteful 
spending.” 


incapacitated wards,” said 
Rickhoff, 73, referring to a 
$735,000 aluminum sculpture 
along San Pedro Creek, called 
“Plethora,” that the court ap- 
proved. He says the statue has 
cost the county more than the 
stated price. 


Wolff, 77, a veteran politician, 


was unfazed by Rickhoff’s 


u County Judge That episode, in which Rick- 
Nelson Wolff hoff penned a letter saying he 
says Rickhoff would step aside from the 


cost taxpayers 
over $1 million 
by not hearing 
certain cases. 


candidacy. When asked about 
Rickhoff’s spending comments, 
Wolff pointed out that shortly 
after winning re-election in 
2006, Rickhoff “refused to do 
mental health cases,” forcing 
the Commissioners Court to 
create an associate judge post 
to handle the mental health 
docket. 


docket to “reduce angst and 
conflict” in his life, drew ire 
from those who accused him of 
picking and choosing his elect- 
ed duties. 

“That cost taxpayers over a 
million dollars, because he 
refused to do his job,” Wolff 
said. “I hardly think that’s the 
kind of guy who’s serious about 
doing the job.” 

But also in Rickhoff’s letter 
were concerns he expressed 
about the mental health sys- 

Election continues on A14 
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